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Abstract A new species of the genus Derops is described under the name of D. 
vietnamicus, with illustrations of the habitus, secondary sexual character of the 
abdominal sternites and the genital organ in the male. It was found from dead leaves 
accumulated along a mountain stream on Mt. Tam Dao, northern Vietnam. 
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The genus Derops was established by SHARP (1889, p. 418) based on a single 
Japanese species, D. longicornis. Since then, five species have been described from 
eastern Asia as follows: one from Assam by CAMERON (1931, p. 170), two from 
Japan by SAWADA (1956, p. 42) and WATANABE (1985, p. 447), one from Korea 
by WATANABE (1969, p. 627) and one from the Russian Far East by WATANABE 
(1993, p. 558). They were found in dead leaves accumulated along mountain 
streams. 

Recently, through the courtesy of Messrs. T. KISHIMOTO and K. MATSU- 
MOTO, I have had an opportunity to examine an interesting species of this genus 
collected by themselves on Mt. Tam Dao in Vinh Phu Province, northern 
Vietnam. After a careful study, it has become clear that it is new to science for 
reason of disagreement with the known congeners in configuration of the 
secondary sexual character of the abdominal sternites and male genitalia. It will 
be described in the present paper. The type series of the new species to be 
described is deposited in the collection of the Laboratory of Entomology, Tokyo 
University of Agriculture. 

Before going further, I wish to express my hearty thanks to Visiting 
Professor Shun-Ichi UENo of Tokyo University of Agriculture for his kind 
advice on the present study. Deep gratitude is also due to Messrs. T. KISHIMOTO 
and K. MATSUMOTO for their kindness in providing me with specimens used in 
this study. 


Derops vietnamicus Y. WATANABE, Sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1-7) 


Body length: 4.0-5.1mm (from front margin of head to anal end); 2.6-2.9 
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mm (from front margin of head to elytral apices). 

Body elongate, subparallel-sided and somewhat convex. Colour reddish 
black to brownish red and moderately shining, with mouth parts, proximal two 
and apical two antennal segments, and tarsi yellowish brown. 

Male. Head subquadrate, somewhat depressed above and transverse 
(width/length = 1.40), with lateral part arcuate and about two-thirds as long as 
the longitudinal diameter of eye, which is relatively large and slightly prominent 
laterad; surface densely covered with somewhat coarse punctures and provided 
with a vague depression on each side of the middle. Antennae filiform and 
extending to the posterior margin of elytra, two proximal segments polished and 
the remaining segments opaque, Ist segment robust and 1.6 times as long as 


Fig. 1. Derops vietnamicus Y. WATANABE, Sp. nov., 7, from Mt. Tam Dao in Vinh Phu 
Prov., northern Vietnam. Scale: 1.0mm. 
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broad, 2nd the shortest, constricted at the base, more than 1.5 times as long as c 
broad, but distinctly shorter (2nd/1st==0.75) and a little narrower (2nd/ist= l 
0.70) than Ist, 3rd to 9th almost equal in width to one another, 3rd and 4th 
almost equal in length to each other, each 2.5 times as long as broad, and more 
than 1.5 times as long as and a little broader than 2nd (3rd/2nd = 1.14), 5th to 7th 
equal in length to one another, each considerably longer than broad (length/ 
width=2.75) and slightly longer than 4th (5th/4th=1.10), 8th and 9th equal in 
length, each 2.5 times as long as broad but slightly narrower than 7th (8th/7th= 
0.91), 10th apparently longer than broad (length/width = 1.89) but a little shorter 
(10th/9th=0.85) and slightly broader (10th/9th=1.13) than 9th, apicalmost 
more than twice as long as broad and somewhat longer than 10th (apicalmost/ 
10th= 1.24) though equal in width to 10th, excavated at the apex. 

Pronotum convex, slightly transverse (width/length=1.06) and distinctly 
broader than head (pronotum/head= 1.25), widest just before the middie and 
more strongly narrowed posteriad than anteriad; lateral parts expanded laterally 
in anterior halves and abruptly contracted in posterior third; sides arcuate in 
anterior three-fifths and straight in posterior two-fifths; anterior margin gently 
rounded, posterior margin almost straight and finely bordered, anterior angles 
bluntly angulate though invisible from dorsal side, posterior ones rectangular; 
surface closely covered with fine and superficial punctures and fine brownish 
pubescence all over, shallowly depressed at the middle behind anterior margin, 
the depression sometimes extending to before posterior margin. Scutellum small 
and lingulate, minutely and superficially punctured on the surface. Elytra 
oblong, evidently longer than broad (length/width = 1.18), more than 1.5 times as 
long as and a little broader (elytra/pronotum = 1.26) than pronotum, lateral sides 
almost straight, posterior margin slightly emarginate at the middle, posterior 
angles broadly rounded, surface somewhat densely covered with coarse setiferous 
punctures and obscurely depressed before the middle of each elytron; epipleura 
each provided with a fine longitudinal keel which is abbreviated behind shoulder. 
Legs relatively elongate; protarsus thin, basal metatarsal segment almost equal in 
length to the following three segments together. 

Abdomen subcylindrical and gradually narrowed towards the anal end; 
basal four visible tergites each transversely depressed along the base; surface of 
each tergite covered with extremely fine punctures and more densely but much 
more finely pubescent than on elytra; preapical sternite deeply and sub- 
triangularly notched at the middle of posterior margin; preceding sternite broad- 
ly and shallowly emarginate at the middle of posterior margin and broadly 
depressed before the emargination, surface of the depression flat and impunctate 
in the median area, but closely covered with coarse blackish asperities on each 
side of the flat area. 

Genital organ long-oval and moderately sclerotized except for dorsal side of 
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Fig. 2. Last three sternites of abdomen in the male of Derops vietnamicus Y. WATANABE, 
sp. nov. Scale: 0.5mm. 


Figs. 3-5. Male genital organ of Derops vietnamicus Y. WATANABE, sp. nov., ventral view 
(3), lateral view (4), and dorsal view (5). Scale: 0.5mm. 


median lobe. Median lobe gradually narrowed posteriad, curved to the right side 
in posterior half and gently rounded at the apex as seen from ventral side. Fused 
paramere symmetrical, apparently longer than median lobe, widest near the base 
and gradually narrowed apicad, apex nearly truncate though forming an obtuse 
re-entrant angle at the middle, ventral surface provided with a fine longitudinal 
line in posterior half, and feebly depressed at middle as seen from lateral side. 
Female. Similar in general appearance to male, but the last visible abdom- 
inal tergite is broadly trapezoidally excised at the middle of posterior margin; the 
last visible sternite shallowly semicircularly emarginate at the middle of posterior 
margin and fringed with six or so yellowish cilia on each latero-posterior part. 
Type series. Holotype: <, allotype, +, Mt. Tam Dao, Vinh Phu Prov., N 
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Figs. 6-7. Last two segments of abdomen in the female of Derops vietnamicus Y. WATA- 
NABE, Sp. nov.; last two tergites (6), last two sternites (7). Scale: 0.5 mm. 


Vietnam, 25-III-1995, T. KISHIMOTO leg. Paratypes, 1%, same data as for the 
holotype; 1+, same locality and collector as for the holotype, 18-III-1995; 17, 
same locality and collector as for the holotype, 24-ITJ-1995; 20707, same locality 
as for the holotype, 23-V-1993, K. MATSUMOTO leg. 

Distribution. Northern Vietnum. 

Notes. This species is peculiar in lacking blackish rigid cilia on each side of 
the excision of the seventh abdominal sternite, and can be readily distinguished 
by that point from the other members of the genus. 
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